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What do alligator boots, a guitar with a rosewood fretboard,
African elephants and giant pandas have in common?

Mei Xiang and Tai Shan. Taken by Jessie
Cohen-Smithsonian's National Zoo (CC BY-
NC-ND 2.0), 2005

S s
¥’ V. 1 .
W R
- ~‘.“| ' d
RN

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service




International Wildlife Trade

* Wildlife trade is any sale or
exchange of wild animal and
ant resources by people.

Nis can involve live animals and
ants or a diverse range of
products needed or prized by
humans—including skins,
medicinal ingredients, tourist
souvenirs, timber, fish and other
food products.

(TRAFFIC 2013)




International Wildlife Trade

 The wildlife trade involves
hundreds of millions of
individual plants and animals
from tens of thousands of
species.

Most wildlife trade is
probably within national
borders, but there is a large
volume of wildlife in trade

internationally.
(TRAFFIC 2013)




How Can Timber and Wood Product Traders Be
Part of Conservation?

Compliance

Comply with international, national, state, and local wildlife
and plant laws to ensure your lawful, sustainable activities are
separate and distinct from those that harm vulnerable

populations.

Become familiar with conservation activities to benefit
trees in the wild — especially your mainstay species.

Ask questions when sourcing your stock.
Maintain careful records and documentation.




Legal Trade: CITES

Convention on the International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES)

The aim of CITES is to
ensure that international
trade in specimens of wild
animals and plants does not
threaten their survival.
(CITES.org)




CITES 101: Balancing Conservation and
Sustainable Use

CITES recognizes that commercial trade may be
beneficial to the conservation of species and
ecosystems, and to the development of local people
when carried out at levels that are not detrimental to

the survival of the species in question. (Resolution
Conf. 8.3 (Rev. CoP13) Recognition of the benefits of
trade in wildlife)




How does this impact timber and wood
product traders?

* Be aware that certain international activities with
timber and wood products are prohibited or
regulated under international and domestic law.

BEFORE you make plans to acquire a new species
or engage in international activities with protected
timber species or wood products, make plans to
ensure compliance.




CITES: It all comes down to PERMITS

The backbone of CITES is the permit system that facilitates international
cooperation in conservation and trade monitoring of species listed in the
three Appendices.

¥ Permits are issued only if a country’s
Management and Scientific Authorities determine

that trade is legal and does not threaten the
species’ survival in the wild.

¥ Permits provide a means to balance use and
conservation of protected species.




What type of permit do | need?

“* Appendix-l species generally require an import permit
from the importing country and an export permit from the
exporting country

“* Appendix-ll species require an export permit or certificate
from the exporting country

“* Appendix-lll species require an export permit from the
listing country and certificate of origin from all others

» “Pre-Convention’” specimens require CITES certificates for
export, but not |mport

(CITES.org)



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Sarracenia_oreophila_ne3.jpg
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CoP17 Updates

Effective January 2, 2017, the following timber species, all commonly referred
to as rosewood, will be listed in CITES Appendix Il

Kosso (Pterocarpus erinaceus) aka African rosewood (no annotation, which
means that it covers all parts and derivatives. )

Bubinga (Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana, and Guibourtia
tessmannii) (with an annotation)

Dalbergia spp. (the entire genus except Brazilian rosewood (Dalbergia
nigra)) (with an annotationg)




CITES 101: What is an annotation?

An annotation identifies
what parts or items are
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covered or not covered by | =

the CITES listing—those
parts oritems that are or
are not regulated.




Changes from CITES CoP17:
Dalbergia and Bubinga

The listings of Dalbergia spp. (except for Brazilian rosewood (Dalbergia
nigra), which is listed in Appendix I) and the three bubinga species
(Guibourtia demeusei, Guibourtia pellegriniana, and Guibourtia tessmannii)
carry the following new annotation:

All parts and derivatives are included, except:
a) Leaves, flowers, pollen, fruit, and seeds;

b) Non-commercial exports of a maximum total weight of 10 kg per
shipment;

c) Parts and derivatives of Dalbergia cochinchinensis which are covered
by Annotation #4;

d) Parts and derivatives of Dalbergia spp. originating and exported from
Mexico which are covered by Annotation #6.




Changes from CITES CoP17:
Dalbergia and Bubinga

In this new annotation, paragraph b) refers to both exports and re-exports and exempts from CITES
controls “non-commercial” shipments weighing 10 kg or less.

Under U.S. regulations (50 C.F.R. 23.5), “non-commercial” means related to an activity that is not
commercial, and includes but is not limited to personal use.

““Commercial” means related to an activity that is reasonably likely to result in economic use, gain,
or benefit, including, but not limited to, profit (whether in cash or in kind).

Examples of non-commercial shipments include gifts, items not intended for sale that are carried in
personal baggage or as part of a household move, and items that are personally owned and
shipped to oneself. We believe that many personally owned instruments, such as guitars and
violins, will therefore be exempt from the Appendix Il permit requirements. It depends on whether
the instrument contains 10kg or more of these species of wood and other factors.

Items from these species that do not meet the requirements of this exemption must be
accompanied by CITES documents when traded internationally.

Please see the letter available on our website for details on these annotations
(https://www.fws.gov/international/pdf/letter-appendix-lI-timber-listings-november-2016.pdf)
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Changes from CITES CoP17:
Dalbergia

Annotation #4, which applies to Dalbergia cochinchinensis, reads as follows:

All parts and derivatives, except:

a) seeds (including seedpods of Orchidaceae), spores and pollen (including pollinia). The exemption does not apply to
seeds from Cactaceae spp. exported from Mexico, and to seeds from Beccariophoenix madagascariensis and Neodypsis
decaryi exported from Madagascar;

b) seedling or tissue cultures obtained in vitro, in solid or liquid media, transported in sterile containers;
c) cut flowers of artificially propagated plants;

d) fruits, and parts and derivatives thereof, of naturalized or artificially propagated plants of the genus Vanilla
(Orchidaceae) and of the family Cactaceae;

e) stems, flowers, and parts and derivatives thereof, of naturalized or artificially propagated plants of the genera
Opuntia subgenus Opuntia and Selenicereus (Cactaceae); and

f) finished products of Euphorbia antisyphilitica packaged and ready for retail trade.

What does this mean for timber and wood product traders?

None of the above exemptions apply to timber or wood product traders. Therefore, permits are
required for Dalbergia cochinchinensis.

Please see the letter available on our website for details on these annotations
(https://www.fws.gov/international/pdf/letter-appendix-lI-timber-listings-november-2016.pdf)
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Changes from CITES CoP17:
Dalbergia

Annotation #6, which applies to specimens of Dalbergia spp.
originating in and exported from Mexico, reads as follows:
[regulates] Logs, sawn wood, veneer sheets and plywood.

What does this mean for timber and wood products traders?

Logs, sawn wood, veneer sheets and plywood originating in
and exported from Mexico, require permits.

Please see the letter available on our website for details on these
annotations (https://www.fws.gov/international/pdf/letter-
appendix-ll-timber-listings-november-2016.pdf)
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Permits 101: How do | apply?
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Permits 101: How do | apply?
Import of timber and wood products

You only need a permit from our office for import, if the species is CITES
Appendix | and not pre-Convention. Pre-Convention specimens do not
require CITES import permits.

You do, however, need a permit from the country of export/re-export.
Contact information for foreign CITES offices is available from
https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php/component/cp.

Reminders:

Have the CITES permit endorsed by the foreign country at the time of export/ re-
export

The original CITES permit must travel with the shipment (make copies before shipping)

The permit must be validated [ cleared upon import at the port by the appropriate
inspection agency

Keep a stamped copy of the permit and all related documentation in a permanent file
Be sure to provide a copy of the permit to future owners



https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php/component/cp
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Permits 101: How do | apply?
Export/ re-export of timber and wood products

Submit application form 3-200-32.

Indicate on your application whether you are applying for a single use permit, or a
master-file.

What is a master-file and when is that relevant?

— The Service has established a “master file” system where exporters can request evaluation of
their entire existing inventory and, if approved, receive multiple, partially completed CITES
permits to allow multiple shipments from that inventory within a year to three years time.

Each partially completed CITES permit can be used to export one shipment and identifies the
exporter’s name, the species being exported, and includes a description of the timber or
product.

The importer’s name and the quantity (in cubic meters) of specimens within the shipment and
other details would be added by the exporter and verified by the appropriate Inspector upon
inspection and clearance at the port.

e Reminders:

— Check with CITES authorities in countries to which you will be shipping to ensure that you are
complying with their requirements http://www.cites.org/cms/index.php/component/cp

— Remember to contact partner offices and agencies for guidance on their procedures, such as
inspections and clearance at the port.
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Permits 101: Timber and Wood Products:
Documentation Requirements (Master File)

Scientific name (genus, and species) and common name

Description of items (e.g. lumber, sawn wood, guitars, other
instruments)

Volume of each species in cubic meters overall for entire
inventory

Helpful to include approximate volume in cubic meters for each
product part (fretboard, neck, body, etc.)

Combination of species typically contained in each instrument

Evidence of lawful acquisition, including date of acquisition and
corresponding documentation or other information on how the
instrument was acquired (e.g., bill of sale)

Evidence of lawful import if relevant (CITES permit, U.S. Customs
import declaration)

Provide the current location of the timber or products including i CRTEE L
address and country. Mark Bidder CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Check with CITES authorities in countries to which you will be
shipping to ensure that you are complying with their
requirements http://www.cites.org/cms/index.php/component/cp




Permits 101: Timber and Wood Products:
Documentation Requirements (Single Use)

Scientific name (genus, and.specie.s%and common
name of each species contained within shipment or
each product within the shipment

Description of items (e.g. lumber, sawn wood,
guitars, other instruments)

For timber, volume of each species in shipment in
cubic meters

For products, volume of each species in cubic
meters contained in each product

Evidence of lawful acquisition

Evidence of lawful import if relevant (CITES permit,
U.S. Customs import declaration)

Provide the current location of the timber or
products including address and country.

Check with CITES authorities in countries to which
you will be traveling to ensure that you are
complying with their requirements
http://www.cites.org/cms/index.php/component/cp




Permits 101: Pre-Convention Brazilian
rosewood: Documentation Requirements

Brazilian rosewood (Dalbergia nigra)
Listed June 11,1992 under CITES Appendix |

Proof that the instrument was made with
Brazilian rosewood harvested before the
species was listed under CITES (invoice,
notarized statement, CITES Pre-Convention
Certificate)

Check with CITES authorities in countries to
which you will be traveling to ensure that
you are complying with their requirements
http://www.cites.org/cms/index.php/comp

onent/c AN AR SR
'/ p Mark Bidder CC BY-NC-ND 2.0




Unsure how to proceed?

Unsure of the status under the species you wish to import or

export, or if you need a permit?

* Search by scientific name or common name on the CITES
Species Database. http://www.speciesplus.net/

* When in doubt, we’re glad to help. Email us at
managementauthority@fws.gov.
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Permits 101: What to Expect

Plan ahead (processing
requires between 45 and
90 days, depending on the
complexity of the
application).

Submit a hard copy of your
application to our office.

Keep a copy for your
records and reference.

Include a processing fee or
confirmation of fee
exempt status.




Permits 101: Application Forms
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Before You Act, Check with Other Offices and
Agencies

* USFWS Office of Law Enforcement e+ State Governments
(designated ports, import/export ¢ Local Governments
license) * Foreign Governments

e USDA Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service

Courtesy P. Pieper




Port Inspections and Clearances

Shipments containing CITES-listed species must be
declared, inspected and stamped by the
following:
« Wildlife (USFWS)
* Products with wood and wildlife (USFWS)
(this includes non-CITES wildlife such as
mother-of-pearl)
Wood and wood products (exports) -
United States Department of Agriculture,
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (USDA/APHIS)
Wood and wood products (imports) -
Department of Homeland Security,
Customs and Border Protection
(DHS/CBP)
Contact USDA-APHIS to determine their
requirements http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/port

Courtesy P. Pieper

al/aphis/ourfocus/importexport or call the USDA-
APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine office for
guidance: (301)851-2046.

g
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Will FWS accept permit applications in advance of
the implementation date?




How will shipments in transit on the effective date
be treated on import to the US?




How will the Master File work if a manufacturer has
inventory of both finished products and wood
components?




How long will permit application processing
generally take?




Question:

Will imports and exports for repairs or warranty
work for instruments only with Appendix Il
rosewoods require permits?




Question:

What about the stock | already have? Is it pre-
Convention? How do | document that stock to make
sure it will be considered pre-Convention?




Does this apply for only raw or unfinished wood? Or
does it indeed apply for a finished guitar that might
have a piece of rosewood included in it as well.




Question:

For rosewood species that were already on
Appendix Il, with annotations, does the new ruling
override the annotations? And if so are the
stockpiles of wood that were received after the
original listing now considered Pre-convention?




Questions?

For more information:

Online at:

*  www.fws.gov/international
* www.CITES.org

Email us at:

* managementauthority@fws.gov
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